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FPS Launches MSc. Bursaries —
Promoting Geotechnical Engineering and Civils

The Federation of Piling Specialists (FPS) is pleased to announce the introduction of a
number of MSc. Bursaries aimed at the promotion of Civil Engineering and in particular the
specialisation in geotechnical engineering and engineering geology at Universities.

There are five bursaries available of £4000 each, which are open to Civil Engineering
graduates embarking on a MSc. in Geotechnical Engineering or Soil Mechanics Engineering
at the following universities: Newcastle, Dundee, Portsmouth, Birmingham, Surrey and
Imperial College.

In addition to the much welcome financial support the FPS MSc. bursaries offer, they also
have a number of unique features. Specifically, the FPS will work with the successful
candidates to identify MSc. dissertation topics which are of interest to the piling industry, but
more importantly, the successful candidates will undertake a 1-2 month placement with one
of the Members of the FPS, and have the opportunity to work on their projects and gain
some hands-on experience from a geotechnical specialist. They will also be invited to attend
the FPS Awards dinner in October, where they can meet and network with industry people

in a real-world environment.

Speaking about the bursaries, Alasdair Henderson, Chairman FPS said: “It is a fundamental
obligation of the FPS that we work tirelessly to encourage more people into the geotechnical
sector, doing as much as we can to prevent the skills shortage escalating further and even
reversing the trend. Although only a small step, the FPS believes that the introduction of
such bursaries will help promote the sector - creating a buzz and interest in civil engineering

subjects and the wider geotechnical arena.”
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To qualify for a bursary the applicants must be studying for a MSc. in Geotechnical
Engineering or Soil Mechanics at the following universities; Newcastle, Dundee, Portsmouth,
Birmingham, Surrey or Imperial College. The award is open only to Home and European
students and the successful candidates will preferably hold a first degree in Civil Engineering

(2:1 or above).

In order to apply, students interested should provide a written answer, of 300 words or
fewer, to the question; “"Why did you decide to study geotechnics?” The response should be

sent, together with curriculum vitae to fps@fps.org.uk, addressed to the FPS Secretary, with

“FPS MSc Bursary” as the title. Closing date for applications is 18" November 2016.

-Ends-

Notes to Editors | About the FPS:

Established in 1964, the Federation of Piling Specialists (FPS) has proactively worked with its
members to drive up standards within the industry. From a handful of members back in the
days when rotary techniques were coming into use and crane-mounted and hydraulic
equipment was in its infancy, the FPS represents most of the leading piling and geotechnical
specialists in the construction sector.

Its independent auditing process, which all prospective members need to go through
ensures the highest standards are met, and this audit is repeated every three years to
ensure standards are maintained and continually improved.

The FPS works closely with its members to establish standards and provide guidance across
all piling and geotechnical areas as well as on wider construction related issues that affect
the sector such as Building Information Modelling (BIM). Safety and training are the highest
priorities.
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